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The founding dilemma of contemporary empiricism: the model of Russell.
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Résumé
Bertrand Russell a commencé comme idéaliste, puis a critiqué [’idéalisme pour revenir da la tradition
anglaise, et adopter l'inductivisme, et la doctrine de “la correspondance” dans la connaissance, selon sa vision
de I’atomisme logique. Puis, Russel a formulé “la théorie des descriptions”, et a réduit la connaissance a “‘la
connaissance directe’’ qui est la base de ‘‘la connaissance par description”. Cet article vise a montrer que cette
tentative empiriste ne dépasse pas la démonstration de deux défauts : 1- La faiblesse de son fondement, et ses

difficultés, malgré la multiplicité et la diversité de ses tentatives, 2 - La réticence de la doctrine de cette

interprétation unilatérale, ce qui I’oblige a briser sa coquille.

Mots clés: L'empirisme, la philosophie analytique, L'atomisme logique, La théorie des descriptions, La

Connaissance directe, La Connaissance par description.

Abstract

Bertrand Russell began as an idealist, and then criticized idealism for returning to the English tradition,
and adopting inductivism, and the doctrine of "correspondence” in knowledge, according to his vision of logical
atomism. Then, Russell formulated "the theory of descriptions", and reduced Knowledge to "direct knowledge"
which is the basis of "knowledge by description™. This article aims to show that this empiricist attempt does not
go beyond the demonstration of two defects: 1- The weakness of its foundation, and its difficulties, despite the
multiplicity and diversity of its attempts, 2 - The reluctance of the doctrine of this unilateral interpretation, which
forces him to break his shell.

Keywords: Empiricism, The analytic philosophy, The Logical Atomism, The Theory of descriptions, The

knowledge by acquaintance, The knowledge by description.
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